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The Truth Is Out 
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On Doubt Peddlers 
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Select Committee on days before he shot the minister on the porch of the 
5*^ 0 ns , ! ? a crue * anc * expensive hoax. It chases Lorraine Hotel In Memphis, 
ghosts down blind alleys. For nine months it has lis- 

• , wl T tn8SS€S deaths of John F. Kennedy .SINCE Kennedy's death in November. 1963, I have 

ana Martin Luther King Jr. and it has uncovered noth-/ made several lengthy apoearances on television oddos- 
rag of substance. V . ing the views of a lawyer-author named Mark Lane. 

* wice committee counsel have phoned me, and I This is a bright man who. can do more with “could 
Y>*as reminded that I had written two books (both out . have.” “would have," “might have." “if” and 
of print). “The Day Kennedy Was Shot” and “The “maybe” than the Supreme Court. 

Days or Martin Luther King.” Both dealt with the mi-' He wrote a book called “Rush to Judgment.” It 
nutia of sudden death. _ • •*'' ' ^ mocked the Warren Commission as inept. It sold bet- 

' rnisinircc , • a * • - . ter ^an my book because the nation did not want to 

h , 5 . ubpoe J ,a P° wer - Contempt too. I believe that It was one man with one gun in the sixth 
Was asked ,f i would testify* I reminded the counsel floor window of a school depository in Dallas who 
Jiat anything I had to cell about the deaths of a presi- killed a president. 

had t nft d aHrtftfn at ai :i r 1 l ri8ht5 t Iead £ r was In 1,16 books - I I tired of public arguments with Mark Lane. The 

information. No secrets. Besides. I • last time we met I conceded that the American people 

was looking for were so confused that it might be best If the Congress 
conspiracies. I had spent four years- on the Kennedy appointed a committee of scientists forensic Dhvsi 
book lookine for someone hMidM Ti* n-,..-./ JL„ — - ^ologists an ' - IC pftys *' 

r md out whs 

conspiracy. ~~ “ 7 ’“' - — " uw w " responsible. 

~ possibly Birmingham bigoti — had "• IN TIME in Assassinations Committee was aS- 
J faceless middleman to go out and hire James pointed. It was not composed of pathologists or scien- 
J* t y 1° sh ?? t KIn *r 1 felL sure of because Ray flats. Congressmen inexperienced in criminology* domT-. 

was a bankrupt loser who turned un with mnnou „ nared th® nanai Tf DAiiakf k.ajn... fQ Unt j foQi 
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was a bankrupt loser who turned up with money for a nated the paneL It sought headlines am 
5 x>d car. a rifle, cash, and a ticket to Rhodesia a few notes. •”* * , • 

f" - ■ " Henry Gbnzaiez. chairman, quit. The chief counsel. 

Richard Sprague, quit. The busy investigators, sought 
not truth but doubt. Now the committee has leaked its 
own story — Mark Lane Is the man behind the Assas- 
sinations Committee. 

He had been commissioned by a Hollywood pro- 
ducer to go to Memphis and dig up film material on 
the death of Martin Luther King Jr. He returned to 
visit Coretta King in Atlanta and confide- to her that 
he thought the F.B.L was a party to the assassination." 
Truth is often cruel. Surmise is deadly. He convinced 
her to appear before part of the Black Caucus in Con-* 
gress. Pressure was applied to start a fresh investiga- 
tion into the Kennedy- King tragedies. ~ - - 
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THE BLACK Caucus hit Speaker Carl Albert hard. 
Fie caved in. .The wrong committee was organized and 
it produced the wrong results. Lane opened a Wash- 
ington office and presumed to assist the committee 
with his books and. his suspicions. Then he hurried off 
to write a book about. Dr. King called "Code Name • 
Zorro. * * - V- 1 . . . .* ; * 

• co-author was comedian Dick Gregory. Tbe- 

New York Times said of the book: “There are no an- 
swers, as Lane, and Gregory would be the first' to' 
admit, only doubts, discrepancies, misleading docu- • 
ments.” ’ “ - # . 3 f. 

Meanwhile, the Assassinations Committee, needing 
more money to keep alive, announced, that it had • 

new leads,” “new information." Congress voted the 
money. . . • 
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WENDELL Rawls Jr., a reporter, suspected that 
the committee was spending more and more money | 

and lcss - Suff members told Rawls J 
- ;i '- Mark-Lanes books, theories and private Investi- 
gations provided “the working manuals" for the corn- - 
mittee work. . . , 

. *‘^, uch of aew evidence." he wrote “appears to 

be falling apart.” That’s what it did in all those TV * 
discussions Lane and 1 had so man y years ago. • o 
James Earl Ray escaped and the Blade Caucus 
made it appear that he was allowed to flee so that in 
capture, he could be shot* and silenced. It* didn’t bap- • 
pen that way. Ray is back in the can, alive. So is the 
Assassinations Committee, more’s the pity . . . 
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